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PEACE PRAYER

O Buddha, O Blessed One, T™Maac hvrs doofm Reacee, and har mony

Who spoke with Cunda, bend&atdh btuhdss mdngo ght eousness gen

trees,

Guide us throbubgbghthe pat h Wafrradlf f craving for venal fire

Beyond mere rituals, to tiDetraedl tihresihgrtrt from tainted
Let us Ilive with harmless min

Purity is not through wat édresdmra&i med, dnm&«tidner s n

Nor by fire, nor even rites ordained.

But in the deeds of hand &mpeatkedrhte, truth with kindly ¢

Where wisdom and compassi @n vstdaer tnot hearts with words
I n Dhammic voice, the soul i s

Cl eanshkeodotfe t hree&® evil actPBPolished bright, serene and c¢

Violence, theft, and lustful conducts

Let us follow the nobl e trAbtamdon ten unwhol esome ways,

And, walk on the righteoudfAngatchul ti vate the virtuesd bl
This is the patoh of the nobl e

Pur i fsypeoafcthom har mful | iesTowards a |ife enlightened, g

From words that wound and tongue that preys.

Let us speak with gentle dhagceour steps in Dhamma dwel |

Unite, not sever, the humamdr &ceroes rhyme in the wisdo
To NibbUnads peace, we strive

Puri fnyi ntfdnem hate and gree®, Buddha, |l ead us on Your Way

And wrong Vviews that taint your deed.

1N Peace Prayer Based on CBuwdidh &&snnmbe acuhtit nag sS uft rt cam

As read by Dr. Drona Rasal: before beginning his welcome add

2025, Brampton, Greater Toronto Area, Canada.
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https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/an/an10/an10.176.than.html




GLOBAL
CONFERENCE FOR

A CASTE FREE WORLD
2025———

Building Solidarity towards Equality, Social Justice and Abolition of Caste System SAHAYATRA

A LETTER OFSABREAODED TO G7 SUMMI T 2025 PRESI DENCY
MI NI STER OF CANADA HONOURABLE MARK CARNEY

8 June 2025

Right Honourabl e Mark Carney
Pri me Minister of Canada
Presidency of the G7Y

Dear Prime Minister Carney,

On behalSfahafydttidrteee r nat i onal Al |l i a,ncae Tdoas @Stboc i a | Ju:
nonprofit organization registered with the Govern
congratul ations on your | eadership in assuming th
your recent announcement higéalfightihg Cpoacdiadg G0
be held in Kananaskiisl,7.Al bert a from June 15

One of your tphrreteetriimg iduiurescommuésti esgihdnt hg we
peace and security, countering foreign interferen
responses to wildfireso restoormdrtso dRegll ygr aini @ sef
Gl obal Conf er enkreed oWoral divdlcdd was unani mously ado
del egates of the Gl obal Conf er ehn2c7. wleh eh ocsatnefde rienn cTe
del egat es, representi ng eboansneudn idtiisedsrri@nii freactoiwodnd bty h €
worl d, gave voice to thz50imieldl irgglradp @b eyse vohf o nooa ret i
endur e-amas tdeebaertd di s é&rai mpirmdtoiuonnd and enduring hul
crisis.

Cas-based discriminat.

on is rooted in a rigid, hie
traces back over 3,500

years. Scholarly consensus
i an Irey, otnhr ugh itctud airndtyert ¢

emerged in the South As

Il nedAo yan migrations among the Eurasi an Streapnpiea nMo un
farmers making rpppahateonssetntermi xing with indi
communiti-esase@astiescriomwvnla¢edc gmeobas phenoomeinnogn t o
ancient, medi eval hi storic and contemporary patte
Today,-baastledi scri mi natDadn tpserisni sStosutahmoArsg a, espec
Nep,8Blurakumin ,Romdapanoss &Bodopeher historically n
communities worl dwi de. I't has also taken root in
di sper sal of diaspora communi tdiseosc.i aT h ee xccd nusse oune n ce
mar ginalizati ont,o dechi @dt iodn axrcdk ssmpl oydreerng , and r ¢
devastating. Wi thout confrontssigon hiimpaattirreq crhaedgs



guarter of a billion people around the world, the
the world" wild remain incomplete.

The categorization of fellow human beings as fAunt
is a violation of the fundament al principles of h
human rights.r eWeetchedrudfloyr ewur ge you to inahdde t he
descemtsed discrimination as a for mal item on the

under the theme of protecting vulnerable communi:t

We are encloorsdamigo thheec| ar at i on of t he &lrocbealWoCdmdf er
2025 which provides a strategic and -lmzsednabl e roa
oppression globally. We sincerely hope that this |
G7 and beyond, in advancing a just and inclusive
Through your esteemeywfothec&7aswPreespectfully ca
and invited heado @fri @gavdrmrmenthe advancement of a
society by addressing the protection and empower m

casbased discrimination worl dwi de.

Should there arise any questions for clarificatio
appreciate knowrildg btehermearsded to respond in a time

Thank you for your t hoouwagpiptefadl. consi deration of
With the utmost respect and highest regard,

Yours sincerely,

- /] o7 te? IIJ‘I
DY 4i
Dr . Drona Prakash Rasal.

Chai r, Gl ob al ConFree nWer,FTarrg@a2 & asG@aenada.

Santosh Bishwkar ma
President -l sadagatranal Al | iTaonrcoen tfoo,r Caoncaidaal. Just i

° 2 County Ct Blvd Unit#225, L6W 3W8, Brampton ON, Canada 1) www.sahayatraintl.com/global-conference

(1]
e

€, +14376616755 W% info@sahayatraintl.com


https://archive.org/download/toronto-declaration-caste-free-world/TORONTO%20DECLARATION.pdf
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TORONTO DECLARATI ON

Gl obal Confer enkkreed oWoral dCax@25 ,( May o2a% o, Cana

Buil csiong darity Towards Equality, Social Just.i
Caste and Analogous Systems of Discrimination

Background

nAlI

human beings are born free and equal, 0 as ar

Human Ri ght sbhasYed ,dicwissieon remains one of the most
addressed forms of social exclusioncihedt hel wgrn lods

and

f

eudal structures over 3,000 years ago, cast e

across tohemcdluadbeng Dalits in South Asia, Burakumin
Mauritania, Quilombol hanidn Bamziln BWedeninaNd
commundhtaseisc human rights and access to dignity, e

i n

Casteism is not confined to its origins in modern
Nepal
mani f

owner

to North America and t he tbKasaendd dbiesycorni dmitnhaetsi
ests as systemic denial ofi taicc&lsspamntiediugat i
ship, justice systems, and healthcar-e. Women

oppressed communities experience compounded discr
gender, cast e, ethnicity, and economic cl ass.

Despite some progress made, atrocities continue h
owing recent facts:

f ol

1

I
r
I

n

n India al one, the number of cases of cri mes
egistered in 2022, with a 13% rise from the p
n Nepal, Dalits remain 9 to 14 times more exc
ational data on soci al exclusi on.

Across diasporas, caste bias silently persists

environment s.

Preambl e

We ,

t he Delegates of the ErekbaWo€bdf @0@bcecbmpras
communities, policymaker s, ci vil society organiza

0]



al |
WO r
WO r

Thi

ies, convened in Toronto, Canada, in May 2025,
|l d free from all forms of di scrimination, i ncl
k and descent.

s Conference marks a pivot al moment in our col

systems of caste-abpprceéesi odinmmnedausdtienegs Dal i t s, Roma,

Har
unt

atin, andcQuitli mmeoltaos suffer fr acmeax arlobsilan,y, vi
ouchability practices, and gross denial of ide

gender inequality,emanamiaa crhar giamal isoatiioon, creat.

v ul

nerabilities for womehs,chndddpensob&BWOQt Hh dndga

Rooted in principles of human dignity, justice, e
commi t ment to abolish al/l f orms of caste discri mi

bei

ng enjoys equal rights, s pofr thuinritth ,e sqg c cawnpda tdii ayr

descent, or identity. Understandably, identity by
reaffirming their existential status in the socie

sOo,

no charsitee rrowpg has any rights to dehumanize ar

ethnic groups, especially harming overstc25ndt umiyl.l i o
Therefore, the abolition of caste system that und

i s

We

a musfcemtaoahe. 21

Sal ut e

The brave individuals and communities who have
castiesed oppression and claim their rightful d

The resilient women who have defied patriarchy
and transform society.

The fearless youth and children who assert the
di scrimination in educati on, cul tur e, and empl

The enduri by .| eBgaRcy Aafblead&ka@rvi si on and struggl e
society continue to inspire movements across t

Recogni ze

That caste and analogous forms of discriminat.
decades of resistance along with I egal and con

That these systems intersect with and reinforc
gender, poverty, and political exclusion.

That 1 mpunibtays efdorvicodsetnece and discrimination r e
justice and accountability mechanisms often in

That affected communities and civil soci ety ha
international and national responses remain fr

N M



We

Gl

1.

Acknowl edge
T Progress made through affirmative action, cons
measures in some countries.
f The value of key international i nstrument s, fu
Right s, such as:
o Il nternational Convention on the EIliminati or
(Il CERD), 1965
o TheN Draft Principles and Guidelines for th
Based on Work and Descent, 20114
o ThE&N Guidance ToBhsea Diescereinmi nati on, 2017
o ThAafrica Commi ssion on Human and Peopl esd F
on the protection of communities discrimina
obal Strategic Agenda for Dismantling the Syste
For mal Gl obal Recognition of Casteism

Derecognize and denounce any hierarchy of high
caste identities around the worl d.

Urge the United Nations and alblasnedmbdeirs csrtiamiensa t
as a for m-bafs edde shauermatn r i ght s abuse on par with

Advocate for the developmebmasoed @i UNr Coiveat@ind n
desclamased injustice.

Especially in countries such as Canada, human
include explicitly 6casteb as the protected ca
ancestry, gender et c.

Ef fective EnfDdrsccamem tn adfi oMn tLiaws

Ensure effective | egal e mfecrogenmd i to no fa ntdh e r pprt e
against caste discrimination, including caste
other nations®é human rights codes.

Establish mechanisms for monitoring, enforceme
| ocal l evel s.

Caste Equity Through Educational Reform

I ntegrate human di-gastg, vafuesyandntdegati provi
education systems.

Il nt r oChuictel c al Cass tae fTrhaeemmerwor k i n educational cu

N N



Ensure higher education institutions are manda
caste oppression with funding made available b
agenci es.

Promote and support, through educational oppor
and performing arts of traditional occupationa
di splaced by globalization for i mprohieng their
devel opment of their entrepreneurial skills.

Commuedt Empower ment and Leadership

Fund commadiltegeader ship progqooams etsceadmpaowevi das

Ensure equitable represeenctanadnoinc ,a npdo laigteinccayl ,i na |
domai ns.

Support exploring and establishing ownership o
skills, arts and knowledge handed down from th
by caste.

Establishment of a GI obal Caste Discrimination
Devel opbackieNd i ndex thwhameadsimequasti ey, anal ogo
Human Rights I ndex.

Mandate di saggregated data reporting in nation

assessments.

I ntersectional R eBsaesaerdc hPod ndc yEvi dence

I nvest in research exploring the intersections
gender, and | abor.

Use disaggregated data to inform reparative po
across governments and international communi ti

Al igning Reparative Justice with the SDGs

Align nat-repalataseestrategies with the UN Sus
(SDGs) .

Create a gl obal h u maonpiptraersisaend fgurnodu pfso.r cast e
Recognition and Restitution of Historical l nju
|l ssue public apologies and provide reparations
education, and political representation.

Soci oeconomic Restructuring and Affirmative Ac

|l mpl ement affirmative action across empl oyment

=z
Il



10.

17.

Support of nataboerabl agdvmuohmint ale satnadb | pirsihvi antge
devel opment banks undetwowppheshseaddsest akiemodbfdec ast

Yoerd hCaste and Raci al Justice Movement s

Empower yout hc atsat el eaandd anatcii al justice movement ¢

Mainstream indigenous art s;opypkielsilsse,d agmrd ukrso wine
educational systems.

Heal ing I ntergenerational Tr auma

Recognize and address the psychol ogical i mpact
Support healing initiatives through culture, d
Gl obal Political Representation and I nstituti

Ensure proportionate polapgprceads edcpaemmurtiattii eodm
|l evel s of state governance.

Reform institutions to uphold inclusive govern
Legal and Policy Transformati on

Di smantl e caste hierarchies through | egal, <con
Mo d el inclusive frameworks on successful examp
Cul tural Change and Public Awareness

Eli minate casteist cultural expressions and pr
religion, and educati on.

Coll aborate with cultural and religious | eader

Mai nstream AChgsbi pmanmndaiAnit ng

Mandate allyship training for government offic
Promateur ate understanding of caste discrimina

Human Rights Training for Migrants

Make human r i-gehdtseiasnmd echudati on a standard par
integration programs globally.

Provide humanitarian protect i ebna saendd paesrysleucnu ttioo I
and ostracization.

Truth and Reconciliati on

N O



T Establish national Truth and Reconciliation Co
chart a path for dismantling caste systems per

Conclusion and Way Forward

As we progress throudbrboheo2Dsescadlaleatfuom, i mmedi at e,

coordinated, and systemic acthaomned odieddrnii miart aet icars
within the reaameabfeatgmace period after the fir
we consider as the deadli mpatbsenfi dast eme
We ur ge:

f The United Nations

T National and | ocal governments

f International donors and development instituti

T Civil society organizations

i Academic and research bodies

! Medi a, cul tur al i nstitutions, and private sect

to adopt and i mplement this Derdaedtopmredseitomnsin
generation and ensure that no one is denied digni

Let the Toronto Declaration befrtehee woorladl! compass

For further details, please contact:

Sahay-amta&arnational Alliance for Social Justice

Uni t 225, 2 County Ct Bl vd, Brampt on, ON L6W 3Wws
1

Cana®hone: +1-6(745357) 66
Conferencehitwembs:i/t/ewww. s ahaycactnrfaeirnetnic.cecom/ gl obal

SAHAYATRAt ernational Alliance for S
© 2 County Ct Blvd Unit#225, L6W 3W8, Brampton ON, Canada 2% www.sahayatraintl.com/global-conference
€, +14376616755 Y info@sahayatraintl.com
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GLOBAL

CONFERENCE FOR
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2025 —
Building Solidarity towards Equality, Social Justice and Abolition of Caste System SAHAYATRA
WELCOME ADDRES®PREOWADR.RAKASH RASALI , CHAI RPERSON,

CONFERENCE FOR-FAREERASWE&RLD 2025, TORONTO ( BRTAMPTON)
THE OPENI NG CEREMONY OF THE GLOBAY 220NFEREINCE ON

Honorable and Distinguished Dignitaries,
Esteemed Del egat es, Respected Schol ar s, Dedicated
from Arounddothe Worl d

Namast e;onMiagoos hi , Good evening, Bonsoir and a hea

t is with profound humility and a deep sense of
nauguration Ceremony of the hi-Bneoe i WorGll @ ba028.0onf

Organized under the ddwmdppiranad i ofnalamdyatamae for So
in collaboration with our solidarity partners acrtr
conference represents a defining nmnillodsatlo ree uian iduwr
social justice.
A Call to Action

OQur conferénBei tdemg Solidarity Towards Equality,
El i minati ondiof matstmérsendy a st atement of aspirati
coordinated action.

We are gathered here to confront one of dhhmanityod
caste system, a deenalde amotcri @ahncthec,r amarmy that cont
than 250 million individuals gawmdalhgreaspegi al & mn
di asporic communities in the Gl obal Nort h.

Why We Are Here

This historic gathering brings together a rich di

1 Over 25 rgelnoobwanleldy academi c and solidarity | eader
Canada, Il ndi a, and Nepal
f Hundreds of grassroots activists, researcher s,

in pursuit of dignity and justice

Over the course of this conftpearoevrokea ,ngweiwicluls sda mgiasg
coll aborative planning on critical i ssues includi
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f Soceoonomi c, cul tur al, and health disparities

f The transformative role of educdtaisemd and activ
di scriminati on

1 Pol-making strategies that center reparative ju
f The nuanced dynamics of caste in diasporic com
beyond
1 The intersections of caste with gender and eme
change
A Personal Refl ection
My own | idfbee gionunrinnegy i n a remote village of Nepal &
professional service in veterinary science, genet
educ @athiasn of f eurridgqunel ya» broad and deep |l ens on cast
Few, i f any, may have experienced firsthand how c:
| ioff e om marginalized rural -dteggk i edyisc dtoi mmvamgdtpm

systems in f otwwrpem&jinrg Emglnitssh essd HKiusdadarmh, aCandadca U
the United States.

Cas-based injustice is not admahsfeatthnhgnthrbubphbk a
social stigma, and structur al neglect across gene
gat her here to confront, td oohml | enge, and to ul't

Shaping the Future

A key outcome of this conference wibBbh be the | aun
comprehensive and actionable framework designed t

1 Highlightditmee smwintail i WMapaseds dosccasiamati on
f Promote education and activism as essential to
f Guide policy devel opment and advocacy at | ocal
1 Address caste within diasporic contexts in Can
T I'l'luminate the intersections of caste with gen
i ssues
f Facilitate international coll aboration, includ
other multilateral institutions
But our mission extends beyond this gathering. We
action and future conferences in global <cities su
Hong B&Bbogexpand our movement, deepemupsar tonfe rcsahsitpes
abolition on a gl obal scal e.
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A Collective Commit ment

I invite each of you to engage fully in this proc
build enduring alliances, and wordkwhteorgeevtehre ri tt op edris
Leus envision and commit to building a world in wt

reserved dbbut ttheadf &awt eed for all

Let the movementFrteewaModd awi DEeghienpe, with strengt h,
unwavering solidarity!

Thank you for being part of this transformative |

For further details, please contact:

Sahay-amta&arnational Alliance for Social Justice

Uni t 225, 2 County Ct Bl vd, Brampt on, ON Lo6W 3Wws
1

Cana®hone: +1 -6(745357) 66
Conf erencehitwters:i/t/lewww. s ahaycactnrfaeirnetnc.ecom/ gl obal
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https://www.sahayatraintl.com/global-conference

GLOBAL
CONFERENCE FOR
ACASTE FREE WORLD
2025———

Building Solidarity towards Equality, Social Justice and Abolition of Caste System SAHAYATRA

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIRENNTERSNSAHAODANRL ALLI ANC
FOR SOCI AL TJOSTHEEPARTI CI PANTS OF THE GLOBAL
FOR A CASTE FREE WORLD 2025

Dear Esteemed Fellow Conference Participants
Across the gl obe, more than 250 million peo
di scrimination based on race, colour, ethnici!H
i ssue in South Asia has now taken a gl obal f o
uni fied action. Caste discrimination and wunt
concéthey are gl obal human rights challenges
We must confront them collectively through s
actionabl e i mpl ementati on at every l evel. A
Conference -Bnea Warsslte 2025, to be held in Gr
Canada ,Mafyr m to 27.

At this conference, we are committed to uni.i
ABuil ding Solidarity towards Equality, Soci al
This | andmark event aims to foster a glfobal Cc
best practices and coll abandt haesesoldutsican ani nea
We are bringing together diverse comamuan g ites,
raise awareness, build solidarity,t amfd jiwndgtl ulea
and inclusive policies. Whil e@atsleel dorsfcen enn ana t
the global scale, special focus wil/| be pl ace
The event will cul minate in the release of th
t o action for ci vil society, educational i n
organizations. The recommendati ons wisl,| wiérhve
coll aboration from | ocal , driengciloundailn,g a nhde gUnao btael
We call wupon all all i-mask e raslvtoa ajtoeisn uasn di nc htahnigse
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Your participation, support, and solidarity a
and for buiflrdden,g jaustaswer |l d for all

Best Regards

Mr . Santosh Bishwkar ma
Presi-d®@aahtaylamntaernati onal Alliance for Social J
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MESSAGES OF FELIAQIDT REIMARKGM DI GNI F A@RIHES
GLOBAL CONFERENCE FOR A CASTE FREE WORLEL
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MESSA®RECEI VED ON BGBGKWWAERNOR GENERAL OF CANAD

Her Excellency Honorable Mary Si mon

Dear Dr . Rasal i and Mr . Bi shwkar ma,

On behalf of Her Excell enc
Canada, I thank you for yo
Conference -Froee aWdralsd e2 025

y tGhher eRingphht GHorea wrl a
ur |l etter inviting
, sScheduled to take

I regret to inform you that it wild.l not be po

=)

sending her regrets, t
vitation, and to convey
success of the conference

he Governor Gener al
to you her war mest

=}

Yousisncerely,

| smat Bar khouse (she/ her/ elle)

Assistant Director, Programs | Directrice adj
Of fice of the Secretary to the Governor Gener
g®n®r al, 1, promenade Sussex Drive, Ottawa, O
Tel ephone | T3RO-IRBpzh3Io ne 61 3

| smat . barkhouse@gg. ca
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MESSAGE OF WARM GREETI NGS FROM NEPALGS STATE
AND ENVI RONMENT HONOURABLE RUPA Bl SHWAKARMA

N

Warm greetings fro pa !

| extend my heartHf It-Irgtr&artmawld(enalo AIAIHAXY AT RBAT
for organizing the 0Global Conference for a C
conference is a significant milestone in the
justice, and thkasbdl ditsomni mfngtaisdo® and atr oci
countries | ike Nepal. Dalits and marginali zed
vul nerable to the impacts of <c¢limate change.
Foest and Environment, Government of Nepal, I
di scussions on these intersections during the
of Nepal, Il wish the conference becomes great
i mpl eimeghti ts outcomes. Together, |-eteeaes build
wor |l d.

Honéble Rupa B. K., State Minister

Ministry of Forest and Environment

Government of Nepal
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Hon’ble Devraj Bishokarma
Chairperson
National Dalit Commission, Nepal

cYUVYel ¢cHOINDW?2W21 ¢cTW7Rt 65¢ctcl GeAWqEUIWIE6ecRI GUIIHYUAW
HYUt qRaqe qRYUCOGWAYT ! WOWOS R? ¢lil RGUARD &G WROUMWEAGSWRUC 2
J]GYAcOWO YUn 3N I¥@E#1D ALt dIRIs S WO AL & [0 16 @ |LLEAHD dIE ORI IR U3 F L R
¢ U1 Wi WG R ARNUDALEC CRYFRUGSIE! G dUE L IJFANLE ddtd IRTNRIY AN IEr ¢ 2 i MRWMII 0T |
t 6 Ys RUNWR GHR 2 RyilRnal! | HOLW NUISYIN W6 2 & ¢ U W] 68H R R WR O tIAEIY & & d
q6 WG Yt qHGIHGE2d WY ailUHTcWIgRY #1 RGBYE GRMWO A We OT g s W WR U LW
YOW~ B TEBRMEBSUAHq U] WqVYWRI DeqlWwe Ve RT FUR G U ety h WR U
Géel qUUIt 6 RGBWENE RUY qUWRq

96 ¢RI GUIt YUW7 RIR®DD @ tRAIG i ¢J Il dllat6 Ve #Y UY 8 REWHYH q WY n WHE

JGe dWayYt It wWe UWdt qRG ¢ ayld THLN My ELLLVATA LY de N7 Al Y21 B+ 2
2CORqWAYG G2 URQRIJt OWec JWHRqUT W NG¢éctWced¢c UWARNG gt WAL
HUgq3WwHY Ut qRge qRYU¢C G WG!I Y2Rt RYUt WwWe U7 We HagecdWROGGH AL
Hl RORUc RAVNILHEE Ryl RAORUC qRY U A MIWNNM2 R RO UH @it Z RIDE
Tet qRADWE U1 w2 YMI0EISGAT ¢ a ROILD
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MESSAGE OF FELI CI TATI ON FROM THE AMBASSADOR Ol
HI'S EXCELLENCY BHARAT RAJ POUDYAL

Embassy of Nepal

Ottawa, Canada

Ambassador Date: 26 April 2025

Message

I feel delighted to learn that the International Alliance for Social Justice — Sahayatra is
organizing Global Conference for a Caste-Free World 2025. 1 extend my warm greetings to all
participants of the conference. I commend the organizers for taking this worthy initiative to engage
in meaningful dialogue toward ending caste-based discrimination and building a more just and
inclusive world.

As a multi-ethnic, multi-religious, and multilingual nation, the Constitution of Nepal firmly
guarantees equality and dignity for all citizens, outlawing any form of discrimination based on
caste, creed or descent. Yet, we too have for long grappled with the legacies of caste-based
discrimination at societal level. While we have made significant strides, we understand that true
equality requires more than laws—it demands societal transformation, education, and culture of
equality.

I believe this conference provides a crucial platform to share experiences and reaffirm our shared
commitment to human dignity. Nepal stands in solidarity with all communities striving to eradicate
caste-based discrimination in all its forms and manifestations. Let us work together to nurture
societies where every individual can live with dignity. free from prejudice and exclusion.

I wish the conference every success and trust that the outcomes will pave the way for a future
grounded in justice, equality, and mutual respect.

Ottaw® Ambassador of Nepal to Canada

408 Queen Street, Ottawa, ON K1R 5A7, Canada Tel 613 680 5513 Email: nepalembassy@rogers.com
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MESSAGE OF FELI CI TATI ON FROM CHI EF COMMI SSI ON|
COMMI SSI ON, ONTARI O HONORABLE PATRI CI A DEGUI R

Ontaria Camansssion ﬁ
Human Righis Ontarienne des
Commission Diraits de la Personme
Ofice of the Chief Commizsioner Bureau du Commissaire en Chef
1B0 Durnlas Street West, Suite 900 18D, rue Dumdas ouest, busean 900 [$ITET
Toruao ON MTA 2G5 T (Dntaro) M7A 2G5
Tel- (416) 3144537 TéL: [41E) 314-4537
Fax: [416) 314.7752 Télée. : (418) 314-7752
February 19, 2025

Santosh Bishwkarma | President, Sahayatra- International Alliance for Social Justice

Email: [nfo@s

Subject: Invitation to Inaugurate the Global Conference for a Caste-Free World 2025

Dear Santosh Bishwkarma:
| hope this letter finds you in good health and excited about your inaugural conference.

With deep regret that | write to inform you that | am unavailable to attend the inauguration of the 2025
Global Conference for a Caste-Free World organised by Sahayatra- International Alllance for Social
Justice. | sincerely appreciate the invitation and recognise the significant importance of this gathering in
advancing social justice, equality, and human rights globally.

The Ontario Human Rights Commission remains steadfast in its commitment to eliminating all forms of
discrimination, including caste-based inegualities, and | regret that prior commitments prevent the
OHRC from being present at this historic event.

The OHRC is confident that the conference will be a great success in advancing the cause of social justice.
Wishing you and all the planners an edifying and enjoyable conference.

Warm regards,

Patricia DeGuire
Chief Commissioner
Ontario Human Rights Commission
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AI;Inda Federation of sC/ST

nizations (Regd.)
orgaNew Delhi India

i neral
Address of Sh. K.P. Chaudhary All India Sgcz:a;!e(;eworld
delivered in International Czo;f;ren;: ;;1 atacanadian
2025 held from 25 to ay
Convention Centrre Brampton Canada.

Er. Rajinder Parsad K.P. Chaudhg )
Chairman Secretary Genefgl

|

Office Address

F-19 United India Life Building Middle
Circle Connaught Place New Delhi-110001

Ph. No. 011-43613183, 23716640,

Mob. 9810536408 E-mail : walickpc@gmail.com
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TOWARDS A GLOBAL
CASTELESS SOCIETY:
AMBEDKARITE VISION AND THE
URGENT NEED FOR CASTE AS A
RECOGNISED CATEGORY OF
DISCRIMINATION IN CANADA

RAJRATNA ASHOK AMBEDKAR

NATIONAL PRESIDENT: THE BUDDHIST SOCIETY OF
INDIA

FOUNDER CHAIRMAN: DR. B. R. AMBEDKAR MULTI
STATE CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT SOCIETY LIMITED.
Gmbed )Cavh‘g) @smaﬂ-(ow\

PRESENTED AT THE GLOBAL
~ CONFERENCE FOR A CASTE-FREE

WORLD 2025

BRAMPTON, TORONTO
MAY 25,26 & 27 2025
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Rajratna Ambedkar: Champion of Equality and Heir to
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Legacy

Rajratna Ambedkar stands as a towering figure in the global movement for a caste-
free world, embodying the vision and resolve of his great-granduncle, Dr. Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar—the architect of India’s Constitution and a global icon in the fight
against caste oppression. As the National President of the Buddhist Society of India,
an organization founded by Dr. Ambedkar in 1955 to promote equality and social
justice through Buddhist principles, Rajratna Ambedkar carries forward a legacy that
transcends borders, inspiring millions to challenge systemic discrimination and
embrace a casteless future.

Born into the lineage of Dr. Ambedkar, Rajratna’s life is deeply intertwined with the
struggle for dignity and equality. As the great-grandnephew of the revered leader, he
inherited not only a familial connection but also a profound commitment to
annihilating caste—a system Dr. Ambedkar described as a “division of laborers” that
dehumanizes individuals based on birth.

Under Rajratna’s leadership, the Buddhist Society of India has become a vibrant
platform for advancing Dr. Ambedkar’s egalitarian ideals, fostering community
networks that reject caste hierarchies and promote compassion, mindfulness, and
social reform. His work amplifies Dr. Ambedkar’s historic 1956 conversion to

Buddhism, which inspired millions to seek liberation from caste oppression through a
philosophy grounded in equality.
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Igniting a Casteless Future: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Legacy in
Building Global Solidarity for Equality and Justice

Esteemed delegates, organizers, scholars, activists, and global champions of
justice,

It is with profound humility and unwavering resolve that | address you today
as the National President of the Buddhist Society of India, an organization
founded by my great-granduncle, Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar—the architect
of India’s Constitution, a revolutionary scholar, and the indomitable voice
against caste oppression. As we gather for the Global Conference for a
Caste-Free World 2025, under the theme Building Solidarity towards Equality,
Social Justice, and Abolition of Caste System, | stand inspired by Dr. Ambedkar’s
clarion call to annihilate caste and his vision that transcends borders, igniting a
global movement for equality and human dignity.

His influence, rooted in his relentless fight against caste, resonates worldwide,
offering a blueprint for dismantling systemic oppression and fostering solidarity
across cultures and continents.

Understanding Caste Discrimination: Dr. Ambedkar’s Global Lens

Dr. Ambedkar defined caste as not merely a division of labor but a “division of
laborers,” a hierarchical system that dehumanizes millions based on birth. In his
seminal work, Annihilation of Caste (1936), he described caste as a “state of
mind,” a notional barrier that entrenches social, economic, and cultural inequities.
His analysis was not confined to India; he saw caste as a universal archetype of
exclusion, comparable to systems of racial and class oppression globally. His
scholarship drew parallels with slavery in America and apartheid in South Africa,
positioning caste as a global human rights issue.

Born into a Dalit Mahar family in 1891, Dr. Ambedkar faced the brutal realities of
caste discrimination firsthand—segregated in school, denied access to public water
sources, and ostracized despite his academic brilliance. Yet, he transformed
personal adversity into a global mission. Educated at Columbia University and the
London School of Economics, he engaged with thinkers like John Dewey, whose
pragmatism shaped his approach to social reform. His global perspective was
evident in his 1916 paper, Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis and
Development, where he analyzed caste as a system of endogamy, a framework that
resonates with global discussions on systemic discrimination.
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Caste’s impacts are staggering. In India, over 200 million Dalits face systemic
exclusion. The National Crime Records Bureau reported 45,935 cases of
crimes against Scheduled Castes in 2019, including 4,000 cases of physical
violence. Economically, Dalits are disproportionately represented in low-paying,
manual labor jobs, with self-employed Scheduled Caste workers earning 20-30%
less than their non-SC/ST counterparts.

Health inequities are rampant: a 2020 study in The Lancet highlighted that Dalits
fa.ce higher rates of malnutrition and limited access to healthcare due to social
stigma. Culturally, caste dictates social interactions, from marriage to dining,
perpetuating exclusion even in urban settings.

Dr. Ambedkar's global influence lies in his ability to universalize the caste struggle.
His 1956 conversion to Buddhism, alongside 500,000 followers, was not just a
rejection of Hinduism'’s caste hierarchy but a global statement of embracing an
egalitarian philosophy. Buddhist principles of compassion and equality inspired
movements in Japan, where Burakumin communities, facing similar descent-based
discrimination, adopted Ambedkarite ideas.

In the UK, Dalit diaspora organizations like the Anti-Caste Discrimination Alliance
draw on his teachings to combat caste prejudice. His influence extends to the us,
where scholars like Cornel West have cited Ambedkar’s work in discussions on
systemic injustice, underscoring his relevance to global anti-oppression movements.

Global Recognition of Caste as a Factor of Discrimination

The fight to recognize caste as a distinct factor of discrimination in international
human rights frameworks is a direct extension of Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy. In 2001,
Dalit activists at the UN World Conference Against Racism in Durban pushed for
caste to be classified as descent-based discrimination. Despite India’s government
dismissing caste as an “internal matter,” the NGO forum’s declaration acknowledged
it, marking a milestone. Dr. Ambedkar’s earlier advocacy for internationalizing caste
issues, evident in his correspondence with W.E.B. Du Bois, laid the groundwork for

this global dialogue.

Recent developments amplify this cause. In 2023, Seattle became the first US city
to ban caste-based discrimination, followed by California’s 2023 legislation.
Institutions like California State University and Brandeis University have adopted
anti-caste policies, reflecting Ambedkar’s influence in framing caste as a global

human rights violation.
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The 2020 Cisco lawsuit, where a Dalit employee alleged caste-based harassment,
highlighted how caste travels with the Indian diaspora, affecting workplaces and

communities in the US, UK, Canada, and Australia.

Recognizing caste as a factor of discrimination does not perpetuate caste identities
but exposes their systemic harm, enabling targeted legal protections. Dr. Ambedkar
distinguished caste from race, noting in Annihilation of Caste that “the caste
system does not demarcate racial division” but operates as a social hierarchy within
arace. Yet, he supported global advocacy, as seen in his engagement with the 1942
All-India Depressed Classes Conference, where he called for international solidarity
against oppression. This recognition aligns with his vision of a casteless society by
dismantling the structures that sustain caste, from legal impunity to social prejudice.
As his heirs, we must champion this cause, ensuring caste is addressed in global
frameworks like the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, which emphasize equality

and inclusion.
The Caste-Based Census: A Manipulated Promise?

Dr. Ambedkar supported caste enumeration to ensure equitable representation and
inform affirmative action, as seen in his advocacy during the 1951 census debates.
The recent announcement of a caste-based census in India, the first since 1931,
ostensibly aims to fulfill this vision. However, its execution under the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP)-led government raises serious concerns. The BJP,
historically resistant to caste enumeration to maintain a unified Hindu identity,

shifted its stance post-2024 elections, likely to counter losses in states like
Bihar, where a 2023 state-level caste survey revealed that Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) and Extremely Backward Classes (EBCs) constitute 63.1% of

the population.

This census risks being an eyewash. The 2011 Socio-Economic and Caste Census,
conducted under the Congress government, was marred by incomplete data release
and methodological flaws, with estimates of OBC populations varying widely.
Allegations persist that the BJP may manipulate the upcoming census to underreport
marginalized caste populations, limiting their access to reservations in education and
jobs. Such manipulation undermines Dr. Ambedkar’s vision of data-driven justice, as
seen in his insistence on accurate representation in the Poona Pact (1932), which

secured reserved seats for Depressed Classes.
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Transparency is non-negotiable. Without independent oversight, public access to
raw data, and clear methodology, the census could serve as a political tool to
appease caste-based vote banks rather than empower marginalized communities.
As Ambedkarites, we must demand accountability, ensuring that caste data serves
as a tool for justice, not a weapon of control.

Anti-Conversion Laws: A Barrier to Ambedkar’s Vision

India’s anti-conversion laws, enacted in states like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
and Gujarat, pose a direct challenge to Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy of social
transformation. These laws, framed as protections against forced conversions, often
target Dalits and Adivasis who seek to escape caste oppression through religious
conversion. Dr. Ambedkar’s 1956 conversion to Buddhism, alongside millions, was a
radical rejection of Hinduism’s caste hierarchy. He saw Buddhism as a path to
equality, declaring, “l was born a Hindu, but | will not die a Hindu.” His Buddha and
His Dhamma (1957) articulates a vision of religion as a liberatory force, free from

caste’s chains.

Anti-conversion laws undermine this legacy. In Uttar Pradesh, the 2020 Prohibition
of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance imposes up to seven years’
imprisonment for conversions deemed “fraudulent” or “coerced,” with vague
definitions that disproportionately affect Dalits converting to Buddhism or Christianity.
These laws violate Article 25 of the Indian Constitution, which Dr. Ambedkar helped
draft, guaranteeing freedom of religion. They reinforce caste by restricting the
agency of marginalized communities to choose their spiritual path, effectively

criminalizing Ambedkar’s own act of conversion.

Globally, these laws have drawn criticism. A 2022 UN report highlighted their

impact on religious minorities and Dalits, urging India to align with
international human rights standards. As the Buddhist Society of India, we

must oppose these laws, advocating for the right to religious choice as a
cornerstone of dismantling caste oppression. Dr. Ambedkar’s global influence,
evident in Buddhist revival movements in Sri Lanka and Thailand, underscores

the universal appeal of his vision, which these laws threaten to stifle.
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Dr. Ambedkar’s Global Influence: A Beacon for Solidarity

Dr. Ambedkar’s influence transcends India, inspiring global movements for equality.
His engagement with the Harlem Renaissance and correspondence with Du Bois
positioned him as a global thinker, linking caste with race and class struggles. In the
UK, the Ambedkar International Mission organizes annual conferences to combat
caste discrimination, drawing on his Who Were the Shudras? (1946) to challenge
caste’s historical roots. In the US, the Ambedkar Association of North America
supports Dalit diaspora communities.

His Buddhist conversion sparked a global Dalit Buddhist movement, influencing
communities in Japan, Taiwan, and Hungary. The Nagaloka Centre in India trains
international Buddhist activists, spreading Ambedkar’s egalitarian philosophy.
His emphasis on education as emancipation resonates in initiatives like the
Ambedkar Scholarship Fund in the US, supporting marginalized students. His
legal contributions, particularly the Indian Constitution’s abolition of
untouchability (Article 17) and affirmative action provisions, have inspired
anti-discrimination laws worldwide, from South Africa’s post-apartheid
constitution to Nepal’s caste-based affirmative action policies.

Building Solidarity for a Casteless Future

Dr. Ambedkar’s vision for a casteless society was not limited to legal reforms but
demanded a social revolution. He advocated inter-caste marriages, interdining, and
economic empowerment to break caste barriers. His founding of the Buddhist
Society of India in 1955 was a step toward institutionalizing these values,
promoting Buddhism as a casteless alternative to hierarchical religions. His
strategies—education, agitation, and organization—remain our roadmap.

Globally, we can draw inspiration from movements like Black Lives Matter, which,
like Ambedkarite struggles, confront systemic oppression through grassroots
solidarity. Practical steps include:

- Advocacy : Push for caste to be recognized in international human rights
frameworks, building on Seattle and California’s precedents.

- Education: Promote Ambedkarite curricula in schools, highlighting his global
influence.

- Economic Empowerment: Support inter-caste marriage schemes and
scholarships for Dalit students, as seen in Maharashtra’s Dr. Ambedkar Foundation
initiatives.

- Digital Activism: Amplify anti-caste voices on platforms like X, where Dalit

activists challenge casteist narratives.
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