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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

ÑőĲШ]ũŸĤċũЮ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲЮŉŸƖЮċЮ9ċƚƣĲц[ƖĲĲЮìŸƖũĬЮΥΣΥΨЯШőĲũĬШŉƖŸůШ~ċǃШΞΡтΞΤШŔŰШÑŸƖŸŰƣŸЯШůċƖťĲĬШċШ
őŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШƣƨƖŰŔŰŊШƓŸŔŰƣШŔŰШƣőĲШŊũŸĤċũШƚƣƖƨŊŊũĲШƣŸШĲũŔůŔŰċƣĲШĦċƚƣĲрĤċƚĲĬШĬŔƚĦƖŔůŔŰċƣŔŸŰЮШfƣШĦƨũůŔŰċƣĲĬШŔŰШ
ƣőĲШÑŸƖŸŰƣŸЮ?ĲĦũċƖċƣŔŸŰуċШĤŸũĬЯШƚƣƖċƣĲŊŔĦЯШċŰĬШůŸƖċũШĦċũũШƣŸШċĦƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖШĬŔƚůċŰƣũŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦĲŰƣƨƖŔĲƚр
ŸũĬШĦċƚƣĲШƚǃƚƣĲůШŸŉШĬŔƚĦƖŔůŔŰċƣŔŸŰШĤǃШĤŔƖƣőШŸƖШĬĲƚĦĲŰƣЯШƽőŔĦőШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲƚШƣŸШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣШŸƻĲƖШΞΡΜШůŔũũŔŸŰШ
ƓĲŸƓũĲШƽŸƖũĬƽŔĬĲШƣŸШĲǂĦũƨƚŔŸŰЯШƻŔŸũĲŰĦĲЯШċŰĬШƚǃƚƣĲůŔĦШŔŰĲƕƨŔƣǃЮ 

ÅĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲƚШŸŉШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШĦċƚƣĲрċǭĲĦƣĲĬШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЯШĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШ?ċũŔƣШŉƖŸůШ ĲƓċũШċŰĬШÉ9оÉÑƚШ
ŉƖŸůШfŰĬŔċЯШƽőŸƚĲШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣŔŸŰШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣőĲŔƖШŊŸƻĲƖŰůĲŰƣċũШŸƖШŰŸŰрŊŸƻĲƖŰůĲŰƣċũШŸƖŊċŰŔǍċƣŔŸŰƚШƽċƚШ
ƖĲůċƖťċĤũĲЯШƚőċƖĲĬШƓŸƽĲƖŉƨũШƣĲƚƣŔůŸŰŔĲƚШŸŉШũŔƻĲĬШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲƚЮШÑőĲƚĲШŔŰĦũƨĬĲĬШƓĲƖƚŔƚƣĲŰƣШƓƖċĦƣŔĦĲƚШ
ŸŉШƨŰƣŸƨĦőċĤŔũŔƣǃЯШƚŸĦŔċũШŸƚƣƖċĦŔǍċƣŔŸŰЯШũŔůŔƣĲĬШůŸĤŔũŔƣǃЯШċŰĬШŔŰƣĲƖŊĲŰĲƖċƣŔŸŰċũШĬĲƓƖŔƻċƣŔŸŰЮШÑőĲШ
ĦŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲШĬĲũĲŊċƣĲƚШƻŸŔĦĲĬШŉŸƖШƖĲċũŔǍŔŰŊШŔŰƣĲƖŰċƣŔŸŰċũШƚŸũŔĬċƖŔƣǃШƽŔƣőШŸƣőĲƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШƚƨĦőШċƚШ
ÅŸůċШŔŰШEƨƖŸƓĲЯШ7ƨƖċťċůŔŰШŔŰШsċƓċŰШċŰĬШŸƣőĲƖШĦċƚƣĲрċŰċũŸŊŸƨƚШĦċƚƣĲрċǭĲĦƣĲĬШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЮШÑőĲШ
ŔŰƣĲƖƚĲĦƣŔŸŰШŸŉШĦċƚƣĲШƽŔƣőШƓċƣƖŔċƖĦőǃЯШĲĦŸŰŸůŔĦШĬĲƓƖŔƻċƣŔŸŰЯШċŰĬШĦũŔůċƣĲШƻƨũŰĲƖċĤŔũŔƣǃШƽċƚШċШ
ƖĲĦƨƖƖŔŰŊШƣőĲůĲуőŔŊőũŔŊőƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦŸůƓŸƨŰĬĲĬШŔŰŢƨƚƣŔĦĲƚШŉċĦĲĬШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖũǃШĤǃШƽŸůĲŰЯШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰЯШ
x]7ÑÄfҼШŔŰĬŔƻŔĬƨċũƚЯШċŰĬШƓĲƖƚŸŰƚШƽŔƣőШĬŔƚċĤŔũŔƣŔĲƚЮ 

?ĲũĲŊċƣĲƚШċƣШƣőĲШĦŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲШŔƚƚƨĲĬШċШƨŰŔǯĲĬШĦċũũШŉŸƖШƣőĲШċĤŸũŔƣŔŸŰШŸŉШċũũШŉŸƖůƚШŸŉШőŔĲƖċƖĦőŔĦċũШƚŸĦŔċũШ
ƚǃƚƣĲůƚШƖŸŸƣĲĬШŔŰШĤŔƖƣőЯШŸĦĦƨƓċƣŔŸŰЯШĬĲƚĦĲŰƣЯШŸƖШŔĬĲŰƣŔƣǃЮШÑőĲШÑŸƖŸŰƣŸЮ?ĲĦũċƖċƣŔŸŰШƨŰĲƕƨŔƻŸĦċũũǃШ
ĬĲŰŸƨŰĦĲƚШċŰǃШŰŸƣŔŸŰШŸŉШĦċƚƣĲШƚƨƓĲƖŔŸƖŔƣǃШŸƖШŔŰŉĲƖŔŸƖŔƣǃШċŰĬШĬĲůċŰĬƚШƣőĲШŉŸƖůċũШŊũŸĤċũШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔƣŔŸŰШ
ŸŉШĦċƚƣĲрĤċƚĲĬШĬŔƚĦƖŔůŔŰċƣŔŸŰШċƚШċШŉŸƖůШŸŉШĬĲƚĦĲŰƣрĤċƚĲĬШőƨůċŰШƖŔŊőƣƚШċĤƨƚĲуŸŰШƓċƖШƽŔƣőШ
ƖċĦŔƚůЯШċƓċƖƣőĲŔĬЯШċŰĬШƚũċƻĲƖǃЮ 

ÑőĲШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲƚШŸŉШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔǍĲĬШċĦċĬĲůŔĦШũĲċĬĲƖƚШċŰĬШŉŸƖůĲƖШÖ ШÅċƓƓŸƖƣĲƨƖШŸŰШůŔŰŸƖŔƣǃШŔƚƚƨĲƚЯШ
ƚőċƖĲĬШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШ]ũŸĤċũШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲШƓŸŔŰƣĲĬШŸƨƣШċШĦũĲċƖШĬŔƖĲĦƣŔŸŰШƣőċƣШůƨĦőШƽŸƖťШőċƚШƣŸШĤĲШĬŸŰĲШ
ŉŸƖШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŰŊШőƨůċŰШƖŔŊőƣƚШċŰĬШĬŔŊŰŔƣǃШŸŉШƣőĲШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũũǃШĬŔƚĦƖŔůŔŰċƣĲĬШĤǃШĦċƚƣĲр
ƚǃƚƣĲůЮ 

9ƖƨĦŔċũũǃШƓĲƖƣŔŰĲŰƣШŔƚШƣőĲШŉċĦƣШƣőċƣШƣőĲШ]ũŸĤċũШ9ŸŰŉĲƖĲŰĦĲќƚШÑŸƖŸŰƣŸШ?ĲĦũċƖċƣŔŸŰШƖĲƚŸŰċƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШ
9ċŰċĬċѣƚШ]ΤШÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰĦǃШƨŰĬĲƖШƣőĲШũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓШŸŉШÂƖŔůĲШ~ŔŰŔƚƣĲƖШƣőĲШÅŔŊőƣШcŸŰŸƨƖċĤũĲШ~ċƖťШ9ċƖŰĲǃШ
őċƚШƓƖŔŸƖŔƣŔǍĲĬШљƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŰŊШŸƨƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШċŰĬШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬЮњШÑőŔƚШŊũŸĤċũШċũŔŊŰůĲŰƣШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣƚШċШƖċƖĲШ
ċŰĬШƣŔůĲũǃШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШŉŸƖШ]ΤШÉƨůůŔƣШũĲċĬĲƖƚШċŰĬШŔŰƻŔƣĲĬШũĲċĬĲƖƚШƣŸШċĦƣШĦŸũũĲĦƣŔƻĲũǃШŸŰШƣőŔƚШŔƚƚƨĲЮШ Ш
ŉŸƖůċũШũĲƣƣĲƖШŸŉШċƓƓĲċũШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШƚƨĤůŔƣƣĲĬШƣŸШƣőĲШ]ΤШÉƨůůŔƣШΞΜΞΡШƣőƖŸƨŊőШŔƣƚШÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰĦǃЯШƨƖŊŔŰŊШ
ƣőċƣШĦċƚƣĲШŢƨƚƣŔĦĲШĤĲШŔŰĦũƨĬĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШÉƨůůŔƣШċŊĲŰĬċШċŰĬШŊũŸĤċũШŉƖċůĲƽŸƖťƚШŉŸƖШőƨůċŰШƖŔŊőƣƚШ
ƓƖŸƣĲĦƣŔŸŰЮ 

ÑőĲШÑŸƖŸŰƣŸЮ?ĲĦũċƖċƣŔŸŰШũċǃƚШŸƨƣШċШĦŸůƓƖĲőĲŰƚŔƻĲШΝΤрƓŸŔŰƣШ]ũŸĤċũШÉƣƖċƣĲŊŔĦШ ŊĲŰĬċЯШĦċũũŔŰŊШŸŰШċũũШ
ƚƣċťĲőŸũĬĲƖƚуŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШÖŰŔƣĲĬШ ċƣŔŸŰƚЯШŰċƣŔŸŰċũШŊŸƻĲƖŰůĲŰƣƚЯШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШċŊĲŰĦŔĲƚЯШĦŔƻŔũШ
ƚŸĦŔĲƣǃЯШċĦċĬĲůŔċЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШƓƖŔƻċƣĲШƚĲĦƣŸƖуƣŸШƣċťĲШƨƖŊĲŰƣШċŰĬШĦŸŸƖĬŔŰċƣĲĬШċĦƣŔŸŰЮШuĲǃШ
ĦŸůůŔƣůĲŰƣƚШŔŰĦũƨĬĲа 

¶ ÂƨĤũŔĦШċĦťŰŸƽũĲĬŊůĲŰƣШċŰĬШċƓŸũŸŊǃШŉŸƖШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũШċŰĬШŸŰŊŸŔŰŊШĦċƚƣĲШŔŰŢƨƚƣŔĦĲƚб 
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¶ ÅĲƓċƖċƣŔƻĲШůĲċƚƨƖĲƚЯШƚƨĦőШċƚШũċŰĬШƖĲŉŸƖůЯШŔŰĦũƨƚŔƻĲШĲĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰЯШċŰĬШĲƕƨŔƣċĤũĲШƓŸũŔƣŔĦċũШ
ƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰб 

¶ xĲŊċũШċŰĬШĦŸŰƚƣŔƣƨƣŔŸŰċũШƖĲŉŸƖůƚШƣŸШƓƖŸőŔĤŔƣШĦċƚƣĲШĬŔƚĦƖŔůŔŰċƣŔŸŰШĲǂƓũŔĦŔƣũǃб 

¶ fŰƣĲŊƖċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШŔŰĬŔŊĲŰŸƨƚШťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲШƚǃƚƣĲůƚШċŰĬШĦƨũƣƨƖċũШőĲƖŔƣċŊĲШŔŰƣŸШŰċƣŔŸŰċũШĦƨƖƖŔĦƨũċШ
ċŰĬШŔŰƚƣŔƣƨƣŔŸŰƚб 

¶ EƚƣċĤũŔƚőůĲŰƣШŸŉШċШ]ũŸĤċũШ9ċƚƣĲШ?ŔƚĦƖŔůŔŰċƣŔŸŰШfŰĬĲǂЯШĬŔƚċŊŊƖĲŊċƣĲĬШĬċƣċШƚǃƚƣĲůƚЯШċŰĬШ
ǃŸƨƣőрũĲĬШċŰƣŔрĦċƚƣĲШŔŰŔƣŔċƣŔƻĲƚб 

¶ ůĲŰĬůĲŰƣШŸŉШŰċƣŔŸŰċũШőƨůċŰШƖŔŊőƣƚШĦŸĬĲƚШƣŸШŔŰĦũƨĬĲШĦċƚƣĲШċƚШċШƓƖŸƣĲĦƣĲĬШĦċƣĲŊŸƖǃЯШ
ĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШŔŰШ]ΤШċŰĬШĬŔċƚƓŸƖċрőŸƚƣŔŰŊШŰċƣŔŸŰƚЮ 

ÑőĲШ?ĲĦũċƖċƣŔŸŰШċũƚŸШĲůƓőċƚŔǍĲƚШƣőĲШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰĦĲШŸŉШƣƖƨƣőШċŰĬШƖĲĦŸŰĦŔũŔċƣŔŸŰШƓƖŸĦĲƚƚĲƚЯШőĲċũŔŰŊШ
ŔŰƣĲƖŊĲŰĲƖċƣŔŸŰċũШƣƖċƨůċЯШċŰĬШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШƣƖċŰƚŰċƣŔŸŰċũШƚŸũŔĬċƖŔƣǃШƣőƖŸƨŊőШŔŰĦũƨƚŔƻĲШƓŸũŔĦŔĲƚШċŰĬШƓƨĤũŔĦШ
ċƽċƖĲŰĲƚƚШĦċůƓċŔŊŰƚЮ 

ìőŔũĲШċĦťŰŸƽũĲĬŊŔŰŊШƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚШůċĬĲШƣőƖŸƨŊőШċǭŔƖůċƣŔƻĲШċĦƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШũĲŊċũШƓƖŸƻŔƚŔŸŰƚШŔŰШƚŸůĲШ
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PEACE PRAYER 1 

O Buddha, O Blessed One, Teacher of Peace, 
Who spoke with Cunda, beneath the mango 
trees, 
Guide us through the path of light, 
Beyond mere rituals, to the real insight. 
 
Purity is not through water drained, 
Nor by fire, nor even rites ordained. 
But in the deeds of hand and heart, 
Where wisdom and compassion start. 
 
Cleanse the body of three evil actsð 
Violence, theft, and lustful conducts  
Let us follow the noble truth, 
And, walk on the righteous path. 
 
Purify our speech from harmful lies, 
From words that wound and tongue that preys. 
Let us speak with gentle grace, 
Unite, not sever, the human race. 
 
Purify the mind from hate and greed, 
And wrong views that taint your deed. 

May wisdom rise, and harmony glow, 
And buds of righteousness gently grow.  
 
Ward-off craving for venal fire, 
Detach the heart from tainted desire. 
Let us live with harmless mind, 
Desire not on othersô dime or in-kind.  
 
Speak the truth with kindly care, 
Divide not hearts with words unfair. 
In Dhammic voice, the soul is seen, 
Polished bright, serene and clean. 
 
Abandon ten unwholesome ways, 
And cultivate the virtuesô blaze. 
This is the path of the noble planð 
Towards a life enlightened, grand. 
 
May our steps in Dhamma dwell, 
And echoes rhyme in the wisdom well. 
To NibbǕnaôs peace, we strive and pray, 
O Buddha, lead us on Your Way. 

 
  

 
1ШA Peace Prayer Based on Buddhaôs Teachings from Cunda Kammarputta Sutta 

As read by Dr. Drona Rasali before beginning his welcome address at the Gobal Conference for a Caste Free World 
2025, Brampton, Greater Toronto Area, Canada. 
Ш 

https://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/an/an10/an10.176.than.html
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A LETTER OF APPEAL SUBMITTED TO G7 SUMMIT 2025 PRESIDENCY AND PRIME 

MINISTER OF CANADA HONOURABLE MARK CARNEY 

8 June 2025 
 
Right Honourable Mark Carney 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Presidency of the G7 
 
Dear Prime Minister Carney, 
 
On behalf of the Sahayatra- International Alliance for Social Justice, a Toronto-based 
nonprofit organization registered with the Government of Canada, we extend our heartfelt 
congratulations on your leadership in assuming the Presidency of the G7. We also commend 
your recent announcement highlighting Canadaôs core priorities for the upcoming G7 Summit, to 
be held in Kananaskis, Alberta, from June 15ï17. 
 
One of your three priorities, ñprotecting our communities and the worldðstrengthening 
peace and security, countering foreign interference and transnational crime, and improving joint 
responses to wildfiresò resonates deeply in essence with the Toronto Declaration of the 
Global Conference for a Caste-Free World 2025, which was unanimously adopted by 
delegates of the Global Conference we hosted in Toronto from May 25ï27. The conference 
delegates, representing communities affected by caste-based discrimination from around the 
world, gave voice to the lived realities of more than 250 million people globally who continue to 
endure caste- and descent- based discriminationð a profound and enduring human rights 
crisis. 
 
Caste-based discrimination is rooted in a rigid, hierarchical system of social stratification that 
traces back over 3,500 years. Scholarly consensus indicates that this structure of caste system 
emerged in the South Asian region, particularly the Indus Valley, through the intersection of 
Indo-Aryan migrations among the Eurasian Steppe Mountain pastoralists and Anatolian-Iranian 
farmers making up ancient settler populations, intermixing with indigenous Dravidian 
communities. Caste- based discrimination has now become a global phenomenon, owing to 
ancient, medieval historic and contemporary patterns of migration. 
 
Today, caste-based discrimination persists among Dalits in South Asia, especially India and 
Nepal, Burakumin in Japan, Roma across Europe, and other historically marginalized 
communities worldwide. It has also taken root in North America and other G7 countries through 
dispersal of diaspora communities. The consequences of casteismðsocial exclusion, economic 
marginalization, denial of access to education and employment, and routine violenceðare 
devastating. Without confronting this entrenched system of oppression impacting mass of over a 
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quarter of a billion people around the world, the global mission to "protect our communities and 
the world" will remain incomplete. 
 
The categorization of fellow human beings as ñuntouchableò or ñlow casteò based solely on birth 
is a violation of the fundamental principles of human dignity, democracy, and international 
human rights. We therefore respectfully urge you to include the elimination of caste- and 
descent- based discrimination as a formal item on the agenda of the 2025 G7 Summit 
under the theme of protecting vulnerable communities and fostering global justice. 
 
We are enclosing the Toronto Declaration of the Global Conference for a Caste-Free World 
2025, which provides a strategic and actionable roadmap for dismantling caste-based 
oppression globally. We sincerely hope that this document will inform Canadaôs leadership in the 
G7 and beyond, in advancing a just and inclusive global society.  
 
Through your esteemed office as Presidency of the G7, we respectfully call upon all G7 leaders 
and invited heads of governments to prioritize the advancement of a just and inclusive global 
society by addressing the protection and empowerment of vulnerable communities affected by 
caste- based discrimination worldwide. 
 
Should there arise any questions for clarification pertaining to any aspect of this appeal, we 
appreciate knowing them and will be pleased to respond in a timely manner. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our appeal. 
 
With the utmost respect and highest regard, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr. Drona Prakash Rasali 
Chair, Global Conference for a Caste-Free World 2025, Toronto, Canada.  
 
 
 
Santosh Bishwkarma 
President, Sahayatra- International Alliance for Social Justice, Toronto, Canada. 

 

  

https://archive.org/download/toronto-declaration-caste-free-world/TORONTO%20DECLARATION.pdf
https://archive.org/download/toronto-declaration-caste-free-world/TORONTO%20DECLARATION.pdf
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25 May 2025 

TORONTO DECLARATION 

Global Conference for a Caste-Free World 2025 (May 25ï27), Toronto, Canada 

Building Solidarity Towards Equality, Social Justice, Freedom and the Abolition of 

Caste and Analogous Systems of Discrimination 

Background 

ñAll human beings are born free and equal,ò as articulated in the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights. Yet, caste-based division remains one of the most persistent and least 

addressed forms of social exclusion in the world. Originating from deeply entrenched religious 

and feudal structures over 3,000 years ago, caste systems have denied over 250 million people 

across the globeðincluding Dalits in South Asia, Burakumin in Japan, Roma in Europe, Haratin 

in Mauritania, Quilombolas in Brazil, MǕori in New Zealand, Sami in Sweden, and their diasporic 

communitiesðbasic human rights and access to dignity, equity, and opportunity. 

Casteism is not confined to its origins in modern times; it is global in its reach. From India and 

Nepal to North America and the UK and beyond these countries, caste-based discrimination 

manifests as systemic denial of access to education, employment, political participation, land 

ownership, justice systems, and healthcare. Women and other gender minorities from caste-

oppressed communities experience compounded discrimination through intersecting axes of 

gender, caste, ethnicity, and economic class. 

Despite some progress made, atrocities continue happening unabated, as exemplified by the 

following recent facts: 

¶ In India alone, the number of cases of crimes (57,582) against Scheduled Castes were 

registered in 2022, with a 13% rise from the previous year.  

¶ In Nepal, Dalits remain 9 to 14 times more excluded than dominant castes as per 

national data on social exclusion.  

¶ Across diasporas, caste bias silently persists in institutions, workplaces, and educational 

environments. 

Preamble 

We, the Delegates of the Global Conference for a Caste-Free World 2025, comprising affected 

communities, policymakers, civil society organizations, academics, students, and international 
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allies, convened in Toronto, Canada, in May 2025, unite in solidarity for a just and equitable 

world free from all forms of discrimination, including caste and analogous systems rooted in 

work and descent. 

This Conference marks a pivotal moment in our collective journey to dismantle entrenched 

systems of caste oppression. Caste-affected communitiesðincluding Dalits, Roma, Burakumin, 

Haratin, and Quilombolasðcontinue to suffer from exclusion, violence, restricted mobility, 

untouchability practices, and gross denial of identity and dignity. These injustices intersect with 

gender inequality, patriarchy, and socio-economic marginalization, creating compounded 

vulnerabilities for women, children, LGBTQI+ individuals, and persons with disabilities. 

Rooted in principles of human dignity, justice, equality, freedom, and solidarity, we reaffirm our 

commitment to abolish all forms of caste discrimination and to build a world where every human 

being enjoys equal rights, opportunities, and dignity regardless of birth, occupation, ethnicity, 

descent, or identity. Understandably, identity by caste or any ethnic population groups is vital for 

reaffirming their existential status in the societies. However, the bottom line is that, while doing 

so, no caste or ethnic group has any rights to dehumanize and discriminate any other caste or 

ethnic groups, especially harming over 250 million peoples around the world in the 21st century. 

Therefore, the abolition of caste system that undermines the existence and dignity of any caste 

is a must in the 21st century.   

We Salute 

¶ The brave individuals and communities who have risked life and livelihood to resist 

caste-based oppression and claim their rightful dignity. 

¶ The resilient women who have defied patriarchy and caste violence to assert their rights 

and transform society. 

¶ The fearless youth and children who assert their humanity and resist systemic 

discrimination in education, culture, and employment. 

¶ The enduring legacy of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, whose vision and struggle for an egalitarian 

society continue to inspire movements across the world. 

We Recognize 

¶ That caste and analogous forms of discrimination persist across many societies despite 

decades of resistance along with legal and constitution reforms made in some countries. 

¶ That these systems intersect with and reinforce other structures of oppression such as 

gender, poverty, and political exclusion. 

¶ That impunity for caste-based violence and discrimination remains widespread, with 

justice and accountability mechanisms often inadequate. 

¶ That affected communities and civil society have persistently raised their voices, yet 

international and national responses remain fragmented and insufficient. 
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We Acknowledge 

¶ Progress made through affirmative action, constitutional provisions, and targeted policy 

measures in some countries. 

¶ The value of key international instruments, further to the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, such as: 

o International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 

(ICERD), 1965 

o The UN Draft Principles and Guidelines for the Elimination of Discrimination 

Based on Work and Descent, 2014. 

o The UN Guidance Tool on Descent-Based Discrimination, 2017. 

o The Africa Commission on Human and Peoplesô Rights (ACHPR) Resolution 619 

on the protection of communities discriminated on work and descent, 2024. 

Global Strategic Agenda for Dismantling the System of Caste Discrimination 

1. Formal Global Recognition of Casteism 

¶ Derecognize and denounce any hierarchy of high or low among, between and within 

caste identities around the world. 

¶ Urge the United Nations and all member states to recognize caste-based discrimination 

as a form of descent-based human rights abuse on par with racism and apartheid. 

¶ Advocate for the development of a UN Covenant on caste-based discrimination and 

descent-based injustice. 

¶ Especially in countries such as Canada, human rights codes must be amended to 

include explicitly ócasteô as the protected category along with other categories such age, 

ancestry, gender etc.  

2. Effective Enforcement of Anti-Discrimination Laws 

¶ Ensure effective legal enforcement of the provisions of recognition and protection 

against caste discrimination, including caste as a protected category in Canada and 

other nationsô human rights codes. 

¶ Establish mechanisms for monitoring, enforcement, and accountability at national and 

local levels. 

3. Caste Equity Through Educational Reform 

¶ Integrate human dignity, equity, and anti-caste values and legal provisions into national 

education systems. 

¶ Introduce Critical Caste Theory as a framework in educational curricula globally. 
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¶ Ensure higher education institutions are mandated to conducted research and studies on 

caste oppression with funding made available by national and international donor 

agencies. 

¶ Promote and support, through educational opportunities, native arts and heritage, visual 

and performing arts of traditional occupational caste people who are discriminated or 

displaced by globalization for improving their livelihoods and prosperity through the 

development of their entrepreneurial skills. 

4. Community-Led Empowerment and Leadership 

¶ Fund community-led leadership programs to empower caste-oppressed individuals. 

¶ Ensure equitable representation and agency in socio-economic, political, and civil 

domains. 

¶ Support exploring and establishing ownership of intellectual property rights of native 

skills, arts and knowledge handed down from the heritage of communities discriminated 

by caste.  

5. Establishment of a Global Caste Discrimination Index 

¶ Develop a UN-backed index to measure caste-based inequality, analogous to the 

Human Rights Index. 

¶ Mandate disaggregated data reporting in national development and human rights 

assessments. 

6. Intersectional Research and Evidence-Based Policy 

¶ Invest in research exploring the intersections of caste with health, housing, education, 

gender, and labor. 

¶ Use disaggregated data to inform reparative policy and equitable budget allocations 

across governments and international communities including the UN systems. 

7. Aligning Reparative Justice with the SDGs 

¶ Align national caste-reparative strategies with the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 

¶ Create a global humanitarian fund for caste-oppressed groups. 

8. Recognition and Restitution of Historical Injustices 

¶ Issue public apologies and provide reparations including land reform, inclusive 

education, and political representation. 

9. Socioeconomic Restructuring and Affirmative Action 

¶ Implement affirmative action across employment, housing, and state resources. 
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¶ Support of national and multi-lateral governmental and private sectors for establishing 

development banks under the leadership of caste-oppressed stakeholders. 

10. Youth-Led Caste and Racial Justice Movements 

¶ Empower youth to lead anti-caste and racial justice movements. 

¶ Mainstream indigenous arts, skills, and knowledge of caste-oppressed groups in 

educational systems. 

11. Healing Intergenerational Trauma 

¶ Recognize and address the psychological impacts of caste trauma. 

¶ Support healing initiatives through culture, dialogue, and community restoration. 

12. Global Political Representation and Institutional Reform 

¶ Ensure proportionate political representation of caste-oppressed communities at all 

levels of state governance. 

¶ Reform institutions to uphold inclusive governance. 

13. Legal and Policy Transformation 

¶ Dismantle caste hierarchies through legal, constitutional, and policy reforms. 

¶ Model inclusive frameworks on successful examples from countries like Canada. 

14. Cultural Change and Public Awareness 

¶ Eliminate casteist cultural expressions and promote inclusive narratives in media, 

religion, and education. 

¶ Collaborate with cultural and religious leaders to shift societal norms. 

15. Mainstream Allyship and Anti-Casteism Training 

¶ Mandate allyship training for government officials, institutions, and civil society leaders. 

¶ Promote accurate understanding of caste discrimination through ongoing education. 

16. Human Rights Training for Migrants 

¶ Make human rights and anti-casteism education a standard part of immigration and 

integration programs globally. 

¶ Provide humanitarian protection and asylum to those fleeing caste-based persecution 

and ostracization. 

17. Truth and Reconciliation 
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¶ Establish national Truth and Reconciliation Commissions to address caste atrocities and 

chart a path for dismantling caste systems permanently. 

Conclusion and Way Forward 

As we progress through the 21st century, the Toronto Declaration calls for immediate, 

coordinated, and systemic action to eliminate caste and descent-based discrimination globally 

within the reasonable time-frame of a grace period after the first quarter of this century, which 

we consider as the deadline to end detrimental impacts of caste.  

We urge: 

¶ The United Nations 

¶ National and local governments 

¶ International donors and development institutions 

¶ Civil society organizations 

¶ Academic and research bodies 

¶ Media, cultural institutions, and private sectors 

to adopt and implement this Declaration. Let us together end caste-based oppression in this 

generation and ensure that no one is denied dignity and opportunity because of their birth. 

Let the Toronto Declaration be the moral compass for a caste-free world! 

 

 

 

 

For further details, please contact: 

Sahayatra- International Alliance for Social Justice 
Unit 225, 2 County Ct Blvd, Brampton, ON L6W 3W8 
Canada. Phone: +1 (437) 661-6755 
Conference website:  https://www.sahayatraintl.com/global-conference  

 

SAHAYATRA- International Alliance for Social Justice 

 

  

https://www.sahayatraintl.com/global-conference
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WELCOME ADDRESS BY DR. DRONA PRAKASH RASALI, CHAIRPERSON, GLOBAL 

CONFERENCE FOR A CASTE- FREE WORLD 2025, TORONTO (BRAMPTON), CANADA AT 

THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE GLOBAL CONFERENCE ON MAY 25, 2025 

Honorable and Distinguished Dignitaries, 

Esteemed Delegates, Respected Scholars, Dedicated Activists, and Cherished Guests 

from Around the Worldð 

Namaste, Mino-onaagoshi, Good evening, Bonsoir and a heartfelt welcome to Toronto. 

It is with profound humility and a deep sense of shared purpose that I welcome you to the 

Inauguration Ceremony of the historic Global Conference for a Caste-Free World 2025. 

Organized under the auspices of SahayatraðInternational Alliance for Social Justice, Canada, 

in collaboration with our solidarity partners across South Asia and North America, this 

conference represents a defining milestone in our collective journey toward global equality and 

social justice. 

A Call to Action 

Our conference themeðñBuilding Solidarity Towards Equality, Social Justice, and the 

Elimination of Casteismòðis not merely a statement of aspiration; it is a clarion call for bold, 

coordinated action. 

We are gathered here to confront one of humanityôs oldest and most persistent injusticesðthe 

caste system, a deeply entrenched, man-made social hierarchy that continues to oppress more 

than 250 million individuals globally, especially across Nepal, India, and increasingly among 

diasporic communities in the Global North. 

Why We Are Here 

This historic gathering brings together a rich diversity of voices and experiences: 

¶ Over 25 globally renowned academic and solidarity leaders from the United States, 

Canada, India, and Nepal 

¶ Hundreds of grassroots activists, researchers, students, and community leaders united 

in pursuit of dignity and justice 

Over the course of this conference, we will engage in thought-provoking discussions and 

collaborative planning on critical issues including: 
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¶ Socio-economic, cultural, and health disparities rooted in caste hierarchies 

¶ The transformative role of education and activism in dismantling caste-based 

discrimination 

¶ Policy-making strategies that center reparative justice and structural reform 

¶ The nuanced dynamics of caste in diasporic communities across North America and 

beyond 

¶ The intersections of caste with gender and emerging global challenges such as climate 

change 

A Personal Reflection 

My own life journeyðbeginning in a remote village of Nepal and extending across 45 years of 

professional service in veterinary science, genetics, epidemiology, public health, and higher 

educationðhas offered me a uniquely broad and deep lens on caste injustice. 

Few, if any, may have experienced firsthand how caste discrimination permeates all aspects of 

lifeðfrom marginalized rural beginnings to navigating high-stakes education and professional 

systems in four major English-speaking countries: Australia, the United Kingdom, Canada, and 

the United States. 

Caste-based injustice is not an abstraction. It is a lived realityðmanifesting through exclusion, 

social stigma, and structural neglect across generations. It is this persistent reality that we 

gather here to confront, to challenge, and to ultimately transform. 

Shaping the Future 

A key outcome of this conference will be the launch of the ñToronto Declarationòða 

comprehensive and actionable framework designed to: 

¶ Highlight the multi-dimensional impacts of caste-based discrimination 

¶ Promote education and activism as essential tools for change 

¶ Guide policy development and advocacy at local, national, and international levels 

¶ Address caste within diasporic contexts in Canada, the U.S., and globally 

¶ Illuminate the intersections of caste with gender, environment, and other global justice 

issues 

¶ Facilitate international collaboration, including engagement with the United Nations and 

other multilateral institutions 

But our mission extends beyond this gathering. We are laying the foundation for continued 

action and future conferences in global cities such as London, Washington D.C./Baltimore, and 

Hong Kongðto expand our movement, deepen partnerships, and advance the cause of caste 

abolition on a global scale. 
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A Collective Commitment 

I invite each of you to engage fully in this process. Let us challenge assumptions, share truths, 

build enduring alliances, and work together to dismantle caste oppressionðwherever it persists. 

Let us envision and commit to building a world in which dignity, equality, and justice are not 

reserved for the fewðbut guaranteed for all. 

Let the movement toward a Caste-Free World beginðwith hope, with strength, and with 

unwavering solidarity! 

Thank you for being part of this transformative journey. 

 

 

 

For further details, please contact: 

Sahayatra- International Alliance for Social Justice 
Unit 225, 2 County Ct Blvd, Brampton, ON L6W 3W8 
Canada. Phone: +1 (437) 661-6755 
Conference website:  https://www.sahayatraintl.com/global-conference  

 

  

https://www.sahayatraintl.com/global-conference
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT,  SAHAYATRA- INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE 
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE TO THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE GLOBAL CONFERENCE 

FOR A CASTE FREE WORLD 2025 

Dear Esteemed Fellow Conference Participants of the conference, 

Across the globe, more than 250 million people continue to suffer from systemic 
discrimination based on race, colour, ethnicity, and caste. What began as a deeply rooted 
issue in South Asia has now taken a global form, demanding international attention and 
unified action. Caste discrimination and untouchability are not just local or national 
concernsðthey are global human rights challenges.  

We must confront them collectively through strategic dialogue, policy reforms, and 
actionable implementation at every level. As the organizing body of the Global 
Conference on a Caste-Free World 2025, to be held in Greater Toronto (Brampton), 
Canada, from May 25 to 27.  

At this conference, we are committed to uniting voices under the powerful theme: 
ñBuilding Solidarity towards Equality, Social Justice, and the Abolition of Caste System.ò 
This landmark event aims to foster a global conversation, encouraging the exchange of 
best practices and collaborative solutions to end caste- and race-based discrimination. 
We are bringing together diverse communities, experts, institutions, and policy-makers to 
raise awareness, build solidarity, and influence the creation and enforcement of just laws 
and inclusive policies. While the conference will address caste-based discrimination at 
the global scale, special focus will be placed on the situation in Nepal.  

The event will culminate in the release of the óToronto Declarationô, a comprehensive call 
to action for civil society, educational institutions, governments, and international 
organizations. The recommendations will serve as a roadmap for future initiatives, with 
collaboration from local, regional, and global stakeholdersðincluding the United Nations. 
We call upon all allies, advocates, and change-makers to join us in this historic movement. 
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Your participation, support, and solidarity are crucial for the success of this conference 
and for building a caste-free, just world for all 

Best Regards  

 
Mr. Santosh Bishwkarma  
President -   Sahayata -International Alliance for Social Justice 
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MESSAGES OF FELICITATIONS AND REMARKS FROM DIGNITARIES FOR THE 
GLOBAL CONFERENCE FOR A CASTE FREE WORLD 2025 
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MESSAGE RECEIVED ON BEHALF OF GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA 
  

Her Excellency Honorable Mary Simon 
 

 
 

Dear Dr. Rasali and Mr. Bishwkarma, 
  
On behalf of Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of 
Canada, I thank you for your letter inviting Her Excellency to speak at the Global 
Conference for a Caste-Free World 2025, scheduled to take place on May 25, 2025. 
  
I regret to inform you that it will not be possible for Her Excellency to join you on this 
occasion. 
  
In sending her regrets, the Governor General has asked me to thank you for your kind 
invitation, and to convey to you her warmest greetings and very best wishes for the 
success of the conference. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
____________ 
Ismat Barkhouse (she/her/elle) 
Assistant Director, Programs | Directrice adjointe, Programmes 
Office of the Secretary to the Governor General | Bureau du secr®taire du gouverneur 
g®n®ral, 1, promenade Sussex Drive, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A1 
Telephone | T®l®phone 613-301-7823 
Ismat.barkhouse@gg.ca 
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MESSAGE OF WARM GREETINGS FROM NEPALôS STATE MINISTER OF FOREST 
AND ENVIRONMENT HONOURABLE RUPA BISHWAKARMA 

 
Warm greetings from Nepal !  
I extend my heartfelt gratitude to SAHAYATRA-International Alliance for Social Justice 
for organizing the óGlobal Conference for a Caste Free World 2025ô in Canada. This 
conference is a significant milestone in the global movement towards equality, social 
justice, and the abolition of caste-based discrimination and atrocities, especially in 
countries like Nepal. Dalits and marginalized communities remain among the most 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. As the State Minister for the Ministry of 
Forest and Environment, Government of Nepal, I look forward to seeing rigorous 
discussions on these intersections during the conference. On behalf of the Government 
of Nepal, I wish the conference becomes great success and reaffirm my commitment to 
implementing its outcomes.  Together, let us build a just, equitable, and caste-free 
world.  
 
Honôble Rupa B.K., State Minister 
Ministry of Forest and Environment  
Government of Nepal 
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MESSAGE OF FELICITATION FROM THE AMBASSADOR OF NEPAL TO CANADA 
HIS EXCELLENCY BHARAT RAJ POUDYAL 
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MESSAGE OF FELICITATION FROM CHIEF COMMISSIONER, HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION, ONTARIO HONORABLE PATRICIA DEGUIRE 
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